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What is ACS?
• The world’s largest membership organization for 

chemistry, and one of the world’s largest scientific societies

• Headquartered in Washington, DC and Columbus, OH

• ACS Publications:

• Publisher of over 80 journals, including 15 fully open 

access journals and 60+ transformative journals (as of 

2023)

• Almost 200,000 submissions and 60,000 research 

articles published annually

• 6 book series

• Chemical & Engineering News, the official magazine 

of the ACS

“American Chemical Society Building” by AgnosticPreachersKid, 

Wikipedia. CC BY 3.0 license. Cropped for size.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Chemical_Society


ACS Investment in, and Commitment to, 

Open Access

• 15+ fully open access journals

• Extensive hybrid journals program

• Option to publish OA in all 60+ transformative journals

• Investment in workflows to support OA publishing

• Actively working towards read and publish 

agreements with consortia partners worldwide



What is ACS Read and Publish Agreement?

• Often referred to as Transformative Agreement

• Facilitate transition from supporting information needs to supporting publishing needs

• Most often negotiated at consortium level

• Can include full or partial publication costs



Growth in Read and Publish Agreements
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What’s Driving This Growth?

• Institutional strategies

• Author preferences for OA

• Funder and government mandates for immediate open access

• Existing private research fund mandates around open access



The Impact of Read and Publish 

Agreements on Open Access Publishing

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2019 2020 2021 2022

National OA agreements:
% of ACS articles published open access

United Kingdom Spain Poland Sweden Tunisia










• National-level OA agreements tend to 

result in a huge increase in OA uptake 

by authors

• UK (2022): from 41% to 94%

• Spain (2021): from 11% to 80%

• Tunisia (2021): from 11% to 83%

• Poland (2020): from 7% to 92%

• Sweden (2020): from 26% to 95%



Case Study: ACS Read and Publish 

Agreement in Türkiye

• Read and publish agreement began in 2022 

and covers the majority of Turkish authors

• 63% growth in number of published 

papers from 2019-2022

• 50% growth in submissions to ACS 

journals

• Ranked by submissions to all ACS journals, 

Turkey has grown from 23rd place to 17th
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‘Read’: Full Access to ACS journals

• Full reading access to all 60+ hybrid journals

• ACS also publishes 15+ fully open access journals that 

are completely free to read

• Highlights include:

• JACS (2 Year IF 2022: 15)

• ACS Central Science (2 Year IF 2022: 18.2)

• Environmental Science & Technology (11.4)

• ES&T Letters (10.9)

• ACS Materials Letters (11.4)



‘Publish’: the OA Workflow
Article accepted

Author affiliations identified

Author auto-opted into 

open access

Paper is published OA

Paper published as 

subscription access

Author chooses not to 

publish under their R+P 

Agreement

Author asked to confirm

Author confirms OA

• Authors prompted to make use of 
your read and publish agreement

• Corresponding author simply needs 
to confirm they wish to publish OA 
under the agreement

• No administration required

• OA articles deposited in PubMed 
Central and Europe PMC



ACS fully open access journals

pubs.acs.org



Which ACS Journals Are Included?
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ACS AND 
OPEN ACCESS
- Author Experience
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pubs.acs.org

Read and Publish Program Workflow
Author-involved
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Overview of ACS Publishing Process
• Step 1: Stay Informed
Keeping up with the latest findings from your research community is essential to future publishing success.

• Step 2: Prepare Your Manuscript
Putting together a compelling new story with your research. With over 80 ACS journals to choose from, you are sure 
to find a good outlet for your research.

• Step 3: Submit Your Manuscript✔
Now it’s time to submit – ‘ACS Paragon Plus’.

• Step 4: Peer Review
Your manuscript will be thoroughly reviewed by at least three of your peers with the goal of validating and 
improving the content prior to publication. 

• Step 5: Publish✔
Congratulations, you’ve been accepted for publication!

• Step 6: Share
When authors take action to share their research with the global scientific community, they help maximize its 
impact.
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Manuscript Submission - ACS Publishing Center

1. Login with ACS ID. Register if 
you do not have an ACS ID.

1. Select the journal that you wish 
to submit to.

1. Click ‘Submit Manuscript’.
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• Matching to a R+P agreement begins at manuscript submission.

• R+P agreement matching is based on the institution contained in the Paragon Plus profile of the

submitting author.

• It is important that the author select their institution from the dropdown list.

ACS Paragon Plus – OA Matching Begins at Submission

pubs.acs.org

If the author does not select an institution from the 

dropdown list, a warning message appears. 
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Manuscript Submission – OA Questions
Author will be asked if they need to comply with any Open Access mandates...

…and how they may pay for any required OA publication costs

The answers to these questions DO NOT affect the OA workflow but are designed to get the author thinking 
about open access and how they may pay the APC.
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When the manuscript is accepted, the submitting 
author receives an email. 
The link within the email takes the author to the 
JPA Assistant where they must sign the journal 
publishing agreement to assign copyright to the 
manuscript.

Manuscript Acceptance – Journal Publishing Agreement 
(JPA) Assistant
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Beginning of JPA Tool, manuscript information will be displayed.

Journal Publishing Agreement Assistant

pubs.acs.org
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The JPA will identify that the author is affiliated with MHESI and is eligible to seek funding to 
publish Open Access using the agreement.

Journal Publishing Agreement Assistant Cont.

pubs.acs.org

By choosing the ‘Yes, I wish to publish open access as per the agreement?’ option, the author will retain copyright. 

v
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If the author chooses the ‘No, I do not wish to publish open access' option, the JPA 

assistant will confirm the intent of the author when affiliated with OA Agreement.

Journal Publishing Agreement Assistant Cont.

pubs.acs.org
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There are several other questions 

required to complete the journal 

publishing agreement. 

Answer the questions and click 

Save and Continue.

Journal Publishing Agreement Assistant Cont.

pubs.acs.org

Once you have signed the JPA, click 

Submit.



1) ‘Order Open Access’ link after JPA is completed.
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As author finishes the path, they are provided the link to complete Open 
Access transaction to request OA funding to institution.

pubs.acs.org

OA Funding Request to MHESI Institutions



2) Author completes OA funding request by selecting the “Publish OA” option and completing all necessary steps 
to finalize the order.
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OA Funding Request to Institution Cont.

pubs.acs.org

Institution NAME



3) Select choice of your license type: CC-BY or CC-BY-NC-ND. 
The author reviews the charges estimate – this will be $0 when requesting funding through the agreement and 
ensure to click ‘submit for approval’ to complete the request.

Proprietary and Confidential                                                                
American Chemical Society
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OA Funding Request to Institution Cont.

pubs.acs.org
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(Approval)

(Denial)
Open Access Agreement Workflow – Funding Notification

pubs.acs.org
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Open Access Agreement Workflow – Approval Notification

pubs.acs.org

If the funding request is approved, the 

author will receive an email notification 

(example to the left).

The manuscript will publish as Open Access 

with author’s choice of creative commons 

license(CC-BY or CC-BY-NC-ND) when 

ACS production has completed the process 

and the manuscript is ready to be published 

online.
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Open Access Agreement Workflow – Denial Notification

pubs.acs.org

If the funding request is denied, the author will 

receive an email notification (example to the 

right).

Notification will include denial reason provided 

by institution administrator if selected.
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Submitting new manuscripts

Dashboard of Activity – Author and Reviewer

Profile Info

Other resources

• Guidelines 

• Information on JPA and OA

Logging into ACS Paragon Plus with ACS ID. 
Creating ACS ID is free. 

ACS Paragon Plus – Overview
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When I look at my account, my name, 
affiliated institution or other information 
is presented incorrectly.

After logging in, click on "Edit Your 
Account" (under your name), to update 
your account information. 

*Recommend to use your institutional 
email domain in ACS Paragon Plus for 
R&P agreement.

ACS Paragon Plus – Managing your profile
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You can only select one primary affiliated institution in ACS Paragon but I have multiple affiliated

institutions…

ACS Paragon Plus – Affiliated Institution

pubs.acs.org



Customer Onboarding 
Support

pubs.acs.org



Available upon request
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ACS Open Access Agreement – Support and Toolkit

pubs.acs.org

Author Messaging Support

Promotional Assets

End User Training



Available upon request
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ACS Open Access Agreement – Support and Toolkit

pubs.acs.org

Share the news with your 

researchers on publishing OA! 

Announcement in ACS Open Science news portal 



Available upon request
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ACS Open Access Agreement – Support and Toolkit

pubs.acs.org

Share with your researchers on publishing OA! 

Customized emails that will suit the needs of your institution! 



Available upon request
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ACS Open Access Agreement – Support and Toolkit

pubs.acs.org

Promote awareness in your Institution with a variety of collaterals

Digital Banners 

Poster

Postcard



Available upon request

Proprietary and Confidential                                                                
American Chemical Society

39

ACS Open Access Agreement – Support and Toolkit

pubs.acs.org

Training & Resources - Watch short, instructional videos on ACS Open Science Resource Center!

Video tutorials for authors publishing under the agreement

https://acsopenscience.org/institutions/read-and-publish/

https://acsopenscience.org/institutions/read-and-publish/
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Journal Publishing Agreement and Open Access

Useful Resource Links

pubs.acs.org

Understanding Copyright and the Journal Publishing Agreement

FAQs about the ACS Journal Publishing Agreement

ACS Open Science Website

Journal Publishing Agreement Flowchart [PDF]

ACS AuthorChoice: License and Pricing Options

ACS Publications Journal Finder

https://link.acs.org/oathailand

https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_index.html
https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_faqs.html
https://acsopenscience.org/
https://pubs.acs.org/pb-assets/documents/policy/JPA_New_Process_Flowchart-1608226054487.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/page/4authors/authorchoice/options.html#optiona
https://acs.chronoshub.io/?fq=
https://acs.chronoshub.io/?fq=


QUESTIONS?

pubs.acs.org



Thank You
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