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In China, the Chinese Medicine (CM) and Western Medicine (WM) combination had solved 1ts
medical resource deficiency problem from the 1950s to 1970s. But such a complementary
relationship between ChM and WM might have changed since its economic reform in the 1980s .. As
of 1986, thirty-nine percent of government expenditures for health went to support WM hospitals.
Only nine percent of government support went to Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) hospitalsm_
With the rapid economic development in China, the once dear WM became more affordable to rural
and urban patients who believed in the efficacy of WM over TCM. Lihong Zhou and Jos Nunes™

further identify the knowledge sharing and collaboration barriers between TCM and WM

practitioners in the same hospitals since then.
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