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Introduction to AI Paraphrasing 

Detection

 AI writing and AI paraphrasing detection is part of 

Turnitin’s AI writing indicator

 Applies only to English-language submissions

 Automatically runs for institutions with AI writing 

detection enabled



What Can Be Detected?
 Turnitin detects: 

 AI-generated content

 AI-bypassed content (e.g., changing sentence structure, 

replacing words to "bypass" detection algorithms.)

 AI-paraphrased content (via word spinners or paraphrasing 

tools) “a word spinner refers to a tool or technique used 

to automatically rewrite or paraphrase text”

 Color-coded highlights in the report: 

 Cyan: AI-generated or bypassed

 Purple: AI-generated and paraphrased



AI Writing AND AI Paraphrasing report



Cyan: AI generated or bypassed



Purple: AI-generated and paraphrased



How Detection Works

 Submission is broken into overlapping segments (~5–
10 sentences)

 Each sentence is scored (0 = human, 1 = AI)

 If marked as AI-generated, the paraphrasing model
runs

 Paraphrasing model also scores each sentence (0 = 
not paraphrased, 1 = paraphrased)

 Final report shows: 

AI-generated only

AI-generated + AI-paraphrased



How does it work?



Overall Prediction

 Average scores across segments produce: 

AI writing percentage

AI paraphrasing percentage

 Only prose text is analyzed (not lists, bullet 

points, or code)



Technical Requirements

Requirement Details

File size < 100 MB

Word count 300–30,000 words

Language English only

File types .docx, .pdf, .txt, .rtf



Workflow Impact

 No change to user workflow

 Detection is fully integrated into the AI writing 

report

 Past submissions can be checked if re-submitted

after release



Tools Detected

 Turnitin detects paraphrasing from: 

Quillbot

Grammarly (free paraphraser)

Scribbr

Other open-source word spinners



Grammarly Use Clarified

 Grammar/spelling checks: Not flagged

 Paraphrasing features: Likely flagged if used to 

modify AI-generated text



Summary

 Turnitin detects AI-paraphrased content with high 

precision

 Integrated seamlessly into existing workflows

 Supports academic integrity by identifying 

bypassing techniques
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